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HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

Coming home to Kingston

Kingston and Kitsap County offer a long list of reasons for relocating your family or business to our area.  Residential and Commercial real estate opportunities abound at prices well below surrounding counties.

Excellent schools, medical care and community services, coupled with a natural environment equaled by few in the country, attract a variety of residents with varying income levels, career specialties and social interests.

Affordability is a major attraction to living in Kingston.  Although the county has experienced a steady rise in the cost of homes, the average price is still well below the average in surrounding counties.  According to the Kitsap Consolidated Housing Authority, homes in the North Kitsap area sold more quickly than in any other part of the county.  The average time for a house to be on the market is 90-120 days.

Kitsap County home prices are somewhat lower than the prevailing price in other nearby counties.  The median home price was $340,000 in November, 2007.
Typical home styles include ranch/rambler and split level single family dwellings.  It is still possible to find affordable homes on acreage and still be close to the central community amenities.

ADDITIONAL HOUSING INFORMATION

We recommend utilizing www.kingstonchamber.com where, through the membership directory, you can identify chamber members providing additional home resources. 

VISITING KINGSTON

As far back as the early 1850’s the little settlement was originally known only by its location on “Apple Tree Cove” until the platting and filing in 1890 in Port Madison by the Kingston Improvement and Land Company.  Kingston sits on the waters edge of beautiful Puget Sound, at the northeast side of the Kitsap Peninsula. 

The 2000 Census stated Kingston’s current population as over 4500.  Kingston is registered with the state as a ‘village’, not a city.  Kingston is the second largest community within North Kitsap County.

Kingston’s weather is influenced by the same air currents that affect our water neighbors of Edmonds/Everett and North Seattle areas.  The peninsula’s annual weather is seasonal sun, rain, and snow.  Spring begins in March, with summer averaging in the upper 70’s.  Humidity levels are considered low.  Rain averages twenty-five inches per year and the usual winter snow averages four to twelve inches for three to five days during the winter months making this regions winter weather very mild.

OUR COMMUNITY

· Located in the heart of the Kitsap Peninsula just northwest and across Puget Sound from Seattle.
· Miles of coastline, surrounded by Puget Sound and Hood Canal.
· Gateway to the Olympic Peninsula – opportunities for skiing, hiking, camping, and boating.
· Seattle is a ferry ride away – convenient location for traveling to downtown events:  Safeco Field, Qwest Stadium, Seattle Art Museum, Pioneer Square and Pike Place Market.
· A variety of local entertainment, community theater, art walks, athletic events and museums.
· Beach walks and winter picnics – The beach at Point No Point Lighthouse provides a wonderful getaway as do the numerous other parks and walkways.  Another wonderful beach is in Indianola.

· Cultural diversity – visit the Port Gamble S’Klallam and Suquamish Tribal Centers. Attend a local pow-wow or other native celebrations throughout the year.
· Availability of military services – commissary, Naval hospital, on-base recreational facilities at Bangor Sub Base and in Bremerton.
· Major regional shopping area is only 15 to 30 minutes away in Poulsbo and Silverdale.
GETTING HERE

Kingston is located in Kitsap County on the Kitsap Peninsula in Western Washington.  Nestled on the west side of Puget Sound between the Olympic Mountains and Cascade Mountain ranges, Kingston offers visitors and residents alike some of Mother Nature’s best examples of majestic mountain and waterfront views.

FROM SEATTLE BY CAR

Interstate 5 (I-5)from Seattle or Portland

Take I-5 to Tacoma

Take Hwy 16 west toward Bremerton

Take Hwy 3 North towards Poulsbo

Take Hwy 305  Exit

Turn right at the bottom of the exit

Follow the road to Bond Road Intersection (Hwy. 307)
Turn left on to Bond road

Follow Bond Road to Kingston

FROM SEATTLE BY FERRY

Take Bainbridge ferry from downtown Seattle waterfront

Stay on HWY 305 to Bond Road near Poulsbo

Right on Bond to Kingston

Take I-5 north to Edmonds Ferry

Ferries run usually every 40 minutes from 5:10 a.m. to 11:45 p.m. with some changed times for runs on weekends.

Please go to http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries for complete ferry schedules.

EDUCATION

FACTS AND FIGURES

· 110 square miles

· Approximately 7000 students

· Approximately 465 certificated staff members

· Approximately 475 classified staff members

· Annual general fund budget of $48 million

· Seven elementary schools (K-6), two of which are located in Kingston

· Two junior high schools (7-9), one located in Kingston

· One high school (10-12), located in Poulsbo.  A second high school is to open in Kingston in 2007.

· Spectrum Community School (alternative high school), located in Kingston

· West Sound Vocational Skills Center offering career and technical education

· Olympic College offers Running Start college level courses for high school students.

· Ethnic distribution of students:

· 84.19 % Caucasian

· 4.05% Asian

· 3.18 % Hispanic

· 1.88 $ African American

· 6.70% Native American

DISTRICT PROGRAMS

· Excellent technology departments, K-12

· Range of structured academic programs including Parent Assisted Learning (PAL), Gifted education program (AGATE), and the Title I/LAP (ASSIST) which provides academic assistance to qualifying students

· Native American Education program

· Options Program (Grades 1-9), which provides high involvement by parents

· School Health Consultants, Occupational Therapists, P

· Physical Therapists, Speech and Language Pathologists, and Psychologists.

· English as a Second Language Program

School counselors K12

Early Intervention Programs: Autism, ECEAP

Music and PE specialists

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION GO TO www.nksd.wednet.edu
 EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

While the federal government remains a driving force in Kitsap County, trade and service sectors have gained significant ground in adding to a diversified economic base.  Total employment has increased almost 250%in the past twenty years.  The civilian labor force sum of the employed and unemployed civilians 16 years and older that reside in the county) is 93,300.  The unemployment rate of 5.0% in 2001 is one of the lowest levels in years.

From the Fall 200a KCHA Trends Report on Labor Market Strength:

The availability of labor remains the region’s strongest economic asset.  While unemployment figures paint a picture similar to the rest of Puget Sound, the numbers are deceiving because of a large commuter work force.  The access to East Sound jobs requires a significant enough commute that workers are often willing to accept local jobs at lower wages.

The strong work ethic of a labor pool associated with military employment continues to attract attention from national employers.  For example, the manager of a recently recruited, 500-job, primary employer has been able to process over 2100 applicants without any special advertising.  Over 1600 of these applicants passed the basic tests.  This employer stated that the Kitsap County area’s “workforce is fabulous”!

Spouses of military personnel, newly discharged personnel, and retiring personnel are the highly qualified, highly trainable workforce needed by modern businesses.  With the addition of well qualified students from Olympic College, private training institutes, and local high schools, the Kitsap Region is highly desirable at a time of labor shortages in virtually every other nearby job market.

KITSAP IS UNDISCOVERED GEM FOR BUSINESS SUCCESS:

A national employer commented that their company had almost rejected the Puget Sound area to place their new Call Center because they were under the impression that the entire area had a labor shortage.  They were persuaded to visit our Kitsap Region and were both shocked and pleased to find our abundance of qualified labor so close to the economic heart of King County.  Kitsap is an undiscovered gem for business success, but not for long.

Top Employers in Kitsap County follows.

MAJOR EMPLOYERS IN KITSAP COUNTY

Major Government Employers


Naval Station Bremerton








Puget Sound Naval Shipyard








Naval Submarine Base Bangor

Private Sector Defense Contractors

Johnson Controls World Services








BAE Systems (Formerly Tracer)








American Systems Engineering 








Lockheed Martin








Raytheon Systems








Northrup Grumman Corp.








Tech Law, Inc.

Major Public Agency Employers


Central Kitsap School District








Olympic College








South Kitsap School District








North Kitsap School District








Bremerton School District








Bainbridge School District








Washington State DOT








Kitsap Transit








Suquamish Tribe 










Port Madison Ent

Private Sector Retail and Service


Harrison Hospital








Safeway








Wal-mart








Albertsons








Town and Country Market








Central Market










The Doctors Clinic








Martha & Mary Lutheran
Kingston Lumber

Services

Major Manufacturing Firms


Sound Publishing








The Kitsap Sun Newspaper








ACE Paving








Boxlight Corporation








NewSystems, Inc.








Teletech/Nextel








Construction








Olympic Resource Management








Puget Sound Energy

GOVERNMENT

LAW ENFORCEMENT

The Kitsap County Sheriff’s Office employs 175 sworn and 43 civilian personnel with a total departmental budget of over 13.2 million per year, serving unincorporated Kitsap County.

DRIVER’S LICENCE AND VEHICLE REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Driver’s License – You must apply for a driver’s license within 30 days of becoming a Washington State resident.  You are considered a resident when you establish a permanent home in the state, register to vote, receive state benefits, apply for any state license or seek in-state tuition fees.  The Department of licensing has offices throughout Washington where drivers are tests and new licenses are issued.  Check your phone book under Licensing, Department of, and call the office for days and hours of operation.  You may also find them on DOL’s website at www.wa.gov/dol
Vehicle registration – This can be done at any of a number of locations.  There are independent registration outlets throughout the county.  Additionally registration can be done at the county Assessor’s office or the Bremerton and Bainbridge Chamber offices. 

Military in Kitsap County – The symbiotic relationship between the Navy and Kitsap County cannot be over-stated.  About 56,000 active duty, their family members and retired military call Kitsap home.  Naval Submarine Base Bangor, Naval Station Bremerton/Puget sound Naval Shipyard, Naval Hospital Bremerton, Fleet Industrial Supply Center and the Naval Undersea Warfare Engineering Station are based in Kitsap County.

Puget Sound Naval Shipyard (PSNS) is the Pacific Northwest’s largest naval shore facility and one of Washington’s largest industrial installations.  PSNS is focused on providing its customers with quality and cost efficient maintenance and technical/logistical support.  Their website is:  www.psns.navy.mil
Naval Submarine Base Bangor was recently voted the Best Base in the Navy and serves as a home port for the TRIDENT submarines.  That website is:  www.bangor.navy.mil
Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Keyport: NUWC’a mission is to test, provide training in maintenance and repair, and to evaluate the effectiveness of torpedoes.  The website is:  www.keyport.kpt.nuwc.navy.mil
MEDICAL

HEALTHCARE

Harrison Hospital is a not-for-profit, acute-care community hospital.  It is one of the region’s busiest medical centers, with three campuses serving Kitsap, Jefferson and North Mason counties.  At the main hospital in East Bremerton, and facilities in Silverdale and Port Orchard, Harrison Hospital offers a comprehensive range of services.  Fully accredited by the Joint Commission on the Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations,  Harrison Hospital is a Level III Trauma Center.

Harrison’s Silverdale Healthcare campus’ main focus is the Outpatient Surgery  Center and a Women’s and Children’s Center.  The facility also hosts 24-hour emergency services as well as adult and pediatric outpatient rehabilitation services, including state-of-the-art aquatic therapy.

UTILITIES

Natural gas is provided by Cascade Natural Gas Corporation:  1-800-660-1403

Electricity is provided by Puget Sound Energy:  1-888-225-5773

Local phone service is provided by Centurytel:  Residential - 1-800-201-4099  








Business – 1800-201-4102

Centurytel Internet help desk: 1-00-809-1410

Comcast

TRANSPORTATION

Because of Kingston’s location on the Kitsap Peninsula, transportation takes on several possible forms.  Automobiles cross several bridges to access the county and service is also available cross-sound via the Washington State Ferry system.  Kitsap County is anchored by a small land bridge in Mason County to the southwest.  The Hood Canal Floating bridge in the northwest corner of the county is the gateway to the Olympic Peninsula, Port Townsend and Port Angeles.  The Tacoma Narrows Bridge spans a lower portion of Puget Sound and connects us to Tacoma with easy access to Interstate 5.  Heading east to Seattle one takes a ferry from Kingston, Bainbridge or Bremerton.  

The Bremerton National Airport is a full service facility which can accommodate 727, 737, 757 and MD80s, and also provides a base of operations to many of the personal and business aircraft in the county.  Bremerton National is only ten minutes by air from SeaTac Airport and Boeing Field.  Major carriers serve the Seattle/Tacoma International airport, a 90 minute drive from Kingston or 70 minutes b Kingston Ferry.

Car and passenger ferries between Kitsap county and the east side of Puget Sound allow Kitsap residents access to the major metropolitan cent of Seattle.  Ferry terminals in Kitsap are located at Kingston, Bainbridge, Bremerton and Southworth/Port Orchard.

Kitsap Transit is a full service bus line serving all of Kitsap County and each of the four ferry terminals.  Kitsap Transit offers countywide Paratransit service as well as special transportation programs for employers with one hundred or more employees.

AMTRAK stations are located in Edmonds, Seattle, Everett, and Tacoma.  The King Street station in Seattle is within walking distance of the main Seattle ferry terminal.  The Port of Kingston does offer commercial access with fuel available at the marina.  Burlington Northern has one active line in Central Kitsap which serves military and industrial cargoes. 

